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substitute for any internal stop, and not an addition to it,
except when, from the reader's point of view, a particular stop
seems inevitable.
It must be admitted that that conclusion is not very certain,
and also that the matter is of no great importance, provided
that the stops, if inserted, are the right ones. More certainty
is possible about the combination of stops with the double
dash, which we have not yet considered.  The probable origin
of the double dash will be touched upon when we come to the
second question; but whatever its origin, it is now simply
equivalent to a pair of brackets, except that it is slightly less
conspicuous, and sometimes preferred on that account.  Con-
sequently, the same rule about stops will apply to both, and
as there is no occasion to treat of brackets separately, it may
here be stated for both.   The use of a parenthesis being to
insert, without damage to the rest of the sentence, something
that is of theoretically minor importance, it is necessary that
we should be able simply to remove the two dashes or brackets
with everything enclosed by them, and after their removal
find the sentence complete and rightly punctuated.  Further,
there is no reason for using inside the parenthesis any stop
that has not an internal value; that is, no stop can possibly be
needed just before the second dash except an exclamation or
question mark, and none at all just after the first; but stops
may be necessary to divide up the parenthesis itself if it is
compound.   Three examples follow, with the proper correc-
tions in brackets:
 17.	Garinet cites the case of a girl near Amiens possessed by three
demons,—Mimi, Zozo, and Crapoulet,—in 1816.—lowell.   (Omit
both commas; the first is indeed just possible, though not required,
in the principal sentence; the last is absolutely meaningless in the
parenthesis)
 18.	Its visions and its delights are too penetrating,—too living,—for
any white-washed object or shallow fountain long to endure or to
supply.—ruskin.     (Omit both commas; this time  the first is as
impossible in the principal sentence as the second is meaningless in
the parenthesis)

